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Ethnic values of the community we live in 

 

Varga Nicoleta and Oprișan Andra,  

teachers at  ”Avram Iancu” Gymnasium, Dej, Romania 

 

He who does not know his roots is a wanderer through the Universe! 

We strongly believe that we have a moral obligation to teach our children to keep alive 

the customs and traditions of the community they belong to, in order to feel the flame of cultural, 

ancestral and historical belonging alive. 

This year, we were given a wonderful opportunity to get the students in class 7C to focus 

on the ethnic values of the community they are part of by preparing a thematic workshop for the 

Reunion at the “Avram Iancu” School within the Erasmus + project "Developing educational 

techniques starting from regional context"  

The proposal got the students really excited, as they had the opportunity to carry out 

research and documentation activities which were completely different from the ones they were 

used to. 

Organized in four teams and, starting from the consolidation of theoretical concepts such 

as: community, ethnicity, customs or traditions, the students were given tasks to help them to 

discover the history of each ethnic 

group that forms the basis of the 

community they come from 

(Romanians, Hungarians, Roma, 

Hebrew).  

We researched the historical 

evolution, culinary customs, cultural 

and historical personalities, athletes, 

traditions preserved with sanctity from 

generation to generation, and the result 

was one that fully satisfied us. The 

children got involved enthusiastically, found various information, talked to elderly people in the 

community, who described some habits or presented specific recipes, bought authentic folk 

costumes or clothing specific to the four ethnic groups researched, learned words and conveyed 

to our guests a piece of the history of the community they belong to. 

Of course, the satisfaction was ours, the teachers involved in the project, as we managed 

to prove to the students that education is accomplished both in school and beyond the doors of 
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the classrooms and, especially, that they are able to make an objective analysis on the problems 

their community is facing, proposing viable solutions to reduce them. 

We come, therefore, to the conclusion that, by helping them to know their past, from all 

its perspectives, we help ourselves as a people to survive through the values passed down from 

generation to generation. 

Didactic scenario 

Scenario title: "Ethnic values of the community we live in" 

Learning unit: "Close to others" 

Authors: Varga Nicoleta- teacher of Romanian language and literature, 

      Oprișan Andra- English teacher. 

Scenario type: Structured 

Short description: 

In literature classes, students become familiar with notions of national and cultural identity that 

aim to develop feelings of belonging, identity or national pride. The lesson was intended to be a 

learning activity through which we wanted to present the local community from the perspective 

of the cultural diversity that constitutes it. To ensure that students will acquire enough concepts 

to appreciate the space in which they live and to understand how they can preserve material and 

spiritual values by harnessing natural, cultural or social resources, applications related to their 

daily lives will be used. 

Keywords: history, ethnicity, personalities, customs, tourist attractions; 

Concepts: COUNTRY, VALUES, COMMUNICATION, GAME, FRIENDSHIP, ANALOGY. 

Target group: students 

Age group in which the target group falls: 12-16 years 

Location: "Avram Iancu" Lower Secondary School 

Time required: 3 hours 

Authors' expertise: Creating a pyramid of values 

Connection with the curriculum: the students will consolidate the knowledge from the school 

curriculum about the meaning of some words, ways of exposition, the history of the area on 

which the research was carried out. 

Scenario aims: 

At the end of the activity students will be able to: 

-to identify the cultural values of the community; 

-to capture the particularities of each ethnic group on which the research was done; 

-to issue value judgments regarding the content. 

Scenario preparation guide 

-the coordinating teachers will prepare materials necessary to carry out the activity; 
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-the students will be guided in making PPTs, thematic boards, interactive games, the pyramid of 

values. 

 

PRE-VIST 

Phase I – GENERATING QUESTIONS 

Piquing curiosity - students dressed in traditional costumes will greet the 

audience in the language of the ethnic group they represent 

Formulation of questions- "Do you know the meaning of the words ethnicity, 

community, values?" 

- "How old is our city?" 

- "How do you think the community we belong to has evolved throughout 

history?" 

VIST 

Phase II - THE RESEARCH ITSELF (RESEARCH AND DOCUMENTATION WORK) 

Students will seek and discover cultural values, customs, traditions specific to each ethnic group. 

They will make thematic posters in Romanian and English, presentation materials in English, in 

the form of interactive games, PPT, PREZI. 

Also, the students of class 7C will identify tourist attractions specific to each area where the 

project partners come from and will challenge them to present their communities in a few words, 

starting from them. 

Phase III - CREATION - INTERVENTION PLAN 

Students will be challenged to identify real problems faced by the community they belong to and 

to design an intervention plan from the perspective of the volunteer: Teacher / Doctor / Politician 

/ Policeman / Ecologist / Journalist. 

Phase IV – DISCUSSIONS 

 

Students will synthesize the information received and identify, together with students from 

partner schools, similarities and differences between the communities they come from and the 

community they discovered, by filling a Venn Diagram. 

Evidence-based explanations: Presentation of materials 

The coordinating teachers propose that the workshop take place in the form of interactive games 

through which guests can discover the ethnic values of our community. 

The four groups belonging to the four ethnic groups that form the basis of the community will 

design games both electronic (PREZI) and on paper (spin wheel, throw-count-discover) through 

which they will involve guests in discovering interesting information about the community they 

are visiting. 
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Phase V - REFLECTION 

All guests (students and teachers) will be asked to write down on a colored post-it the values 

they believe in, which they discovered during the activities and then paste it on a 3D Pyramid 

built during math class, in order to create a symbol of collaboration and friendship. 

 

Follow-up activities and materials 

To train and consolidate the ability to observe and identify ethnic values, students will consult 

the Monography of the city of Dej, community members representing the researched ethnic 

groups, the Internet, the town library and the school library. 

• Thematic posters 

• PPT 

• PREZI 

• Worksheets 

• Folk costumes 

Contacts for ensuring sustainability: 

-Model for other classes 
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