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”My home town” Colaboration project with 4-th D grade 

Mihaela Sălătioan, teacher  at ”Avram Iancu” Gymnasium, Dej , Romania 

 Getting to know and to understand local Geography and History by students from primary 

is not just a didactic purpose but also a Romanian soul’s goal. 

  The love for our country starts with the attachment towards our birth region, towards 

people who live and work in that geographical area, towards the language, traditions and cultural 

heritage and of course, towards the hopes, dreams and goals of that community. 

 Local History and Geography knowledge develop students’ curiosity by involving them 

into exploratory activities. Their values increase more and more as students are getting directly 

involved to the discovery action. 

 The fourth grade curriculum for Geography contains 

concentric knowledge starting from home town to the entire 

planet as external limit. This structure facilitates specific 

learning events overlapped on local horizon characteristics. 

Geographic environment exploration and discovery is 

gradually made, approaching phenomena and processes 

from proximity horizon, to local horizon, regional horizon to 

the entire country, and continent or planet. 

 During the 

school year 2019-

2020, at Geography we studied the curriculum unit 

“Geographical elements form proximity and local 

horizon”. I proposed to my students from IV D grade an 

exploration project named “My home town”. During two 

weeks, the groups had to split their tasks, to gather 

information from different sources, to develop exhibition 

materials, to meet and cooperate for the development of 

project products. Finally, they had the chance to present 

their work in front of the entire class. I was proud to see the satisfaction smile of a job well done 

on their faces. 

 Project based learning method brings significant benefits, not just in the field of cognitive 

acquisitions, but also in the field of children’ social-emotional development. 
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Students’ activities that challenge them to take different responsibilities encourage learning from 

their effort, train skills to use diverse resources of information and contribute to the development 

of the observation spirit, of cooperation offering to the entire group a chance to bound new 

friendships.  

Project description: 

 Project title: ”My home town”  

 Aim of the project:  

o a better understanding of school proximity and local geography from 

environemental annalysis of school, 

neighborhood and city; 

o the discovery of local institutions and 

local personalities that can make you 

proud to belong to the community; 

o the implementation of knoledge from 

History classes and civic Education 

classes in another context; 

o to develop a material usefull for all your colleagues who want to get to 

know more details about your school, neghborhood or city; 

o to get a maximum grade for your good quality work; 

 What will you create? 

o a poster that explains aspects tied to your 

neighborhood and your home town 

through images with important buildings, 

details about them, main streets, drawings 

with your favorite spots, stories or legends 

about special places you have selected; 

 How will you work on the project? 

o form a team with 3-4 students from your grade; 
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o every team will develop their own material for the final presentation; 

o Fix some tasks for every member of your group (who will gather the 

information about neighborhoods, institutions or personalities, who will 

draw the poster, who will search legends or stories, who will write down 

the information, etc. ); 

o schedule some meetings to put all parts together; 

o decide how to make the final presentation; 

 Working time: two weeks; 

Evaluation – poster presentation in front of the entire class, getting grades for the quality of the 

poster and the presentations. 


