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EDUCATION IN TURKEY DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

There is almost no one left, in any way, who is not touched by Covid-19 disease caused by the new 

type of coronavirus, which emerged in China and spread to millions of people in the world in a short 

time.  

As the whole world, education in Turkey has also been greatly affected by this epidemic  and all 

schools were closed immediately as a precaution. In a very short time, broadcasts were launched on 

the Education Information Network (EBA) and EBA-TV. Broadcasts initiated over the existing 

infrastructure were also supported on television with the protocol made with TRT (Turkish Radio and 

Television), and television broadcasts began to form the backbone of distance education. The Ministry 

of National Education (MEB), caught unprepared, adapted to this process in a very short time and 

started to increase the quality of publications. 

During the epidemic period, education continues as distance education through various platforms. As 

it is known, distance education is not a new phenomenon in our country, this process, which started 

under the name of "Letter Education" in the 1970s, was developed by Anadolu University and turned 

into open education faculties, which are very common today. In addition to Anadolu University, 

Atatürk University and Istanbul University are universities with open education faculties. These 

faculties have developed themselves over time by gaining experience in both infrastructure and 

content preparation and examination. 

However, MEB did not have sufficient infrastructure and experience in this regard. For this reason, 

MEB achieved a significant success in a very short time and carried the distance education 

applications up to the next level by creating thousands of live classrooms with the ZOOM application 

via EBA. It should not be forgotten that the psychology and pedagogy of distance education carried 

out by the Ministry of Education is different from the distance education at the university level. The 

education provided differs according to school levels and age groups. For example, it is not correct to 

teach a lecture to a primary school student as if to a high school student. Regardless of the level, it is 

not possible to keep the student's interest and attention alive for a long time while lecturing to the 

student who is a passive receiver outside the classroom, in front of the television. Course durations 

should also be adjusted accordingly. It is also a fact that teachers, who are often criticized brutally and 

work devotedly in inappropriate environments at the expense of their own health on a voluntary basis, 

have no experience in lecturing in front of the camera. It can be said that the experiences of the 

Ministry of National Education in this process will contribute to the success of the future distance 

education activities. 

The epidemic process tells us that nothing is independent from the other; He showed that the relations 

of education, health, economy, politics, religion and sociology are intertwined. 

Short-term measures taken in emergency situations can become a part of normal life after a while and 

become permanent. Based on this, it can be said that distance education, which has been implemented 

as mandatory and temporarily due to the epidemic, will continue after a while even if the conditions 

return to normal and will not return to the old days completely. This is the case especially from the 

point of view of EBA and EBA-TV. In the summer months, we can benefit from EBA and EBA-TV, 



in order to prevent summer forgetting and to ensure that students maintain their relationship with the 

courses. 

Although we do not yet have sufficient data on the effects and success of distance education, this 

compulsory social experiment shows that some courses at basic education and secondary education 

can be taught by distance education. Particularly for the purpose of obtaining information, it may be 

considered that some of the subjects or some parts of some subjects that the student can learn and 

achieve by reading can be done through distance education. In this context, it is necessary to see that 

the world is moving towards a mixed model where face-to-face education and distance education are 

intertwined. In addition, such applications can create more time for schools to promote social 

emotional learning experiences and design skills workshop applications. We need to see that the era of 

schools which are the  products of the industrial society, which are planned for more people to receive 

a standard education, do not take into account individual differences and needs, and are built for 

fabricated production. School organizations, which have a very low level of openness to change, 

continues to resist the progressive and existentialist perspectives that put the individual in the center, 

and cannot give up essentialist and perennial understanding even though it was clearly stated in the 

Basic Law of National Education, almost half a century ago.  

HEALTH CHALLENGES EDUCATION TO CHANGE 

Educational organizations are forced to change by a different power this time. The name of this power 

is health. The health problems  force educational organizations to change their teaching methods and 

techniques, and to revise their education programs as a necessity of changing social life. The process 

underway strongly emphasizes the importance and priority of health. Unlike previous change 

initiatives, this situation develops as a natural process and evolves with the support and participation 

of educational circles. This process tested all of our psychological resilience , especially the life skills 

we have. From this point of view, the education system continues to test the psychological resilience 

of students with the same methods and techniques, with an exam-oriented, knowledge-accumulating 

approach, without considering individual differences. Such practices harm students in many ways, 

especially  their mental health; it causes students to disorient from school and cause them to find what 

has been done is meaningless and worthless. Think of it like this, what would happen if a doctor gave 

the same medicine to all of the patients who came that day? To simulate, this is exactly what is done at 

school. Regardless of the individual differences and needs of the students, all students are given the 

same information in the same environment with the same methods. 

This understanding and practices need to change now. “The school is not just a place with a walled 

roof, school is everywhere.  A forest, a mountain top. Everywhere where learning and knowledge is 

available is school. " Yes, this statement is very correct in pedagogical sense. Convicting the student to 

class and order is no longer an acceptable practice today. Teachers have been aware of this for a while. 

However, for the teachers who could not find enough strength and support for this change in 

themselves, the policies of the Ministry of National Education gave teachers confidence and see 

teachers as the source of change created a noticeable enthusiasm and excitement among teachers. 

Therefore, the coming days are full of things for education. Students can use information technologies 

effectively, improve themselves in design skill workshops, learn with individualized programs in line 

with their interests and abilities, follow their academic development through EBA, eliminate their 

learning deficiencies with guidance programs, learn some skills in virtual environment through an 

individualized education remotely. We are in the days when education is conducted i a very novel way 

and the school can sometimes come home instead of the student go to school every day! 


