
  

 

                     

Sofia and Vitosha are inseparable ! 
     

Vitosha is a very nice mountain, under which is located the capital of Bulgaria- Sofia. 

Vitosha and Sofia are an unique combination “city in the mountains and mountain in the 

city”! 

Not many capital cities have the gift of a mountain so close by. Vitosha is dominating 

the city view and is only 15 km from the center. It is a wonderful place to rest and take walks 

in summer, spring and autumn, and a fine winter ski resort in winter. The mountain provides 

numerous hiking routes and skiing opportunities. It is also an excellent place to escape the 

summer heat.  

           Vitosha is a mountain 

in West Bulgaria. Its highest 

point is Black peak (2290 m). 

This way it is the fourth 

highest in Bulgaria after Rila, 

Pirin and Stara planina. 

Vitosha is really close to 

Sofia and Pernik and because 

of that it has changed more 

than other mountains. 

Natural park Vitosha is 

situated on the territory of 

the mountain and it’s the 

oldest on the Balkan 

Peninsula. It’s a favourite 

place for tourism for the 

citizens of Sofia and Pernik, 

as well as for the guests of these cities. 

The main attractions are  Boyana waterfall (UNESCO sight), Golden bridges, Kamen 

del peak, The stone rivers, the longest cave in Bulgaria – Duhlata, the unique vitosha tulip,etc. 

 It is an ex-non-erupted vulcano and its peak, Cherni vrah (meaning the Black Peak).                                          

 “Sofia and Vitosha are inseparable like Naples and Vesuvius”. The description 

belongs to the Vienna 

scientist Hohshteter, 

who visited Bulgaria in 

19th century. Even 

today it reflects the 

connection between the 

million city and the 

mountain. Vitosha is a 

real bliss for the 

citizens who enjoy the 

mountain during all 

seasons. 

Vitosha is the 

first park in Bulgaria 

and on the Balkan 

Peninsula and is among 

the first ones in Europe 



  

 

as well. The park was declared as such in 1934 with a total area of 6 410 hectares.  

 In 1936 by proposal of the Union for Protection of  Native Nature a decree-law was 

prepared and promulgated for protection of native nature according which the park was no 

longer National, but People’s. 

 

Natural habitat 

 

Over the territory of the park 61 main types of habitats have been distinguished. 

Because of this variety it was included  in the list of places that keep natural values with 

European importance on the CORINE BIOTOPES Program. The main types of natural 

habitats are distributed into several main groups.  Abiotic components of the environment 

(rivers, waterfalls, caves, rocks, etc.) comprise 7 of them. Forest type natural habitats are 19 

and include the variety of broad-leaved, coniferous of this variety it was included 

Communities of  bushes and scrubs are distributed in 8 types of natural habitats. Fourteen are 

related to the grass communities. 

                      
From the natural habitats, listed in Annex I of the Biological Diversity Act, 18 types 

have been specified in the park’s territory. This makes Vitosha Nature Park  particularly 

important  in  building the National Ecological Network and requires its designation as a 

protected area. 

  The open grass area and forests provide  habitat  for the mushrooms,  which are 

presented by 805 species. 

 

Fauna 

 

The rich and diverse 

invertebrate fauna is typical for 

Vitosha Mountain. The 

mountain is a representative 

spot hosting unique 

communities of invertebrate 

animals. According toits 

number of endemic, rare and  

endangered species Vitosha 

ranges at second place in 

Bulgaria. One hundred forty- 

eight endemic species 

(Bulgarian and Balkan), three 

hundred rare species and 85 

species of relict invertebrates 

are spread here. 

  



  

 

Vitosha  as  a place for education 

 

Vitosha Nature Park’s proximity to Sofia and Pernik determines the use of the park’s 

territory as a place for learning too.  The support of using the territory of the park as a place 

for  education and interpretations /illustration/ is one of the of the main aims in the park’s 

management plan. Vitosha is also a place for practicing various types of sports. Except ski-

sport, traditional during winter months,  an increasing number of followers get some extreme 

sports, such as : alpinism, delta-gliding, para-gliding, mountain biking, etc. 

 

We like our mountain !  Vitosha- is a GREAT place  !!! 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


